	Contra Costa College


	Course Outline


	Department & Number
	Geog 120
	Number of Weeks
	18

	Course Title
	Physical Geography
	Lecture Hours By Term
	54

	Prerequisite
	None
	Lab Hours By Term
	

	Challenge Policy                    
	
	*Hours By Arrangement
	

	Co-requisite
	None
	Units 
	3.0

	Challenge Policy                    
	
	
	

	Advisory
	None


	*HOURS BY ARRANGEMENT: 
	 0
	Hours per term. 

	           ACTIVITIES: (Please provide a list of the activities students will perform in order to satisfy the HBA requirement):

	

	

	


	COURSE/CATALOG DESCRIPTION


	This course considers the physical environment of the earth, including the earth in space and map projections, the evolution, distribution, and current ecological factors of the earth's landform features and water bodies. It also considers the world climate and weather patterns, soils, and vegetation, and the significance of all these on man.  Not repeatable.


	COURSE OBJECTIVES:

	At the completion of the course the student will be able to:


	1.     Demonstrate the use of maps and mapping.

	2.     Predict seasons and time.

	3.     Describe the earth's atmosphere.

	4.     Discuss meteorology.

	5.     Differentiate between forms of precipitation and weather fronts.

	6.     Analyze climate classifications.

	7.     Explain plate tectonics.

	8.     Evaluate earthquakes.

	9.     Diagnose landforms.

	10.   Discern landform types.


STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
	Students will be able to describe how geography looks at the world through spatial patterns.

	Students will be able to analyze the concept of region as a central concept in geography.

	Students will be able to critique how people modify the landscape to meet their personal and societal needs.

	Students will be able to describe how the earth is affected by the sun and moon.


 COURSE CONTENT (Lecture): 

	1.   Describe physical geography

	2.   Maps

	3.   Seasons and time

	4.   The Earth’s atmosphere

	5.   Meteorology    

	6.   Precipitation and weather fronts                    

	7.   Climate classification   

	8.   Plate tectonics                   

	9.   Earthquakes               

	10. Landforms  

	11. Landform types


 COURSE CONTENT (Lab): 
	

	


	METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:

	Lecture/Discussion

	Audio-Visual

	Cooperative Learning


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS:


NOTE: To be UC/CSU transferable, the text must be dated within the last 7 years OR a statement of justification for a text beyond the last 7 years must be included. 

	Textbook Title:
	Discovery Physical Geography

	Author:
	Alan F. Arbogast

	Publisher:
	 Wiley

	Edition/Date:
	2nd edition, 2011

	Textbook Reading Level:
	22.1 grade level

	Justification Statement:
	


OUTSIDE OF CLASS WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS:

Title 5, section 55002.5 establishes that a range of 48 -54hours of lecture, study, or lab work is required for one unit of credit. For each hour of lecture, students should be required to spend an additional two hours of study outside of class to earn one unit of credit. 

· State mandates that sample assignments must be included on the Course Outline of Record.

	       Outside of Class Weekly Assignments
	Hours per week



	Weekly Reading Assignments (Include detailed assignment below, if applicable)
	3


	Reading #1: Read the chapter on atmospheric and oceanic circulation and be able to explain atmospheric humidity.
Reading #2: Read reprints from Scientific American on ocean waves and describe how waves develop, move, and ultimately break against the shore. 

	Weekly Writing Assignments (Include detailed assignment below, if applicable)
	 3

	

	Writing #1: Monitor a current event as it relates to physical geography and write a report explaining the significance of this event.    
Writing #2: Diagram Earth’s elliptical orbit around the sun. Identify the approximate positions of the solstices and equinoxes using aphelion and perihelion as references points.  


	Weekly Math Problems (Include detailed assignment below, if applicable)
	


	 


	Lab or Software Application Assignments (Include detailed assignment below, if applicable)
	


	 


	Other Performance Assignments (Include detailed assignment below, if applicable)
	 


	 


 STUDENT EVALUATION: (Show percentage breakdown for evaluation instruments)
	50
	%
	Midterm and Final Exam.  

	50
	%
	Term paper and map assignments.

	 
	%
	 


	  GRADING POLICY: (Choose LG, P/NP, or SC)

	 
	Letter Grade
	
	Pass / No Pass
	x
	Student Choice

	90% - 100% = A 
	70% and above = Pass
	90% - 100% = A

	80% -   89% = B      
	Below 70% = No Pass                                   
	80% -   89% = B

	70%  -  79% = C     
	
	70%  -  79% = C

	60%  -  69% = D    
	
	60%  -  69% = D

	Below   60% = F  
	
	Below   60% = F

	or

	70% and above = Pass

	Below 70% = No Pass

	Prepared by:
	Manu Ampim


	Date: 
	11-8-13
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